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To: Interested Parties 
From: Harstad Strategic Research, Inc. 
RE: Strong Voter Support for Raising the Age for the Sale of  

Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products 
Date: December 16, 2013 
 
Colorado voters strongly favor raising the age for the sale of cigarettes and other 
tobacco products to age 21 by a significant 21-point margin.  An impressive 57% 
majority of voters favor raising the age to 21, while just 36% oppose it. 

Support for raising the age limit to 21 is  
largely non-partisan.  Majorities favor it 
among Democrats (60%), Republicans 
(57%), and unaffiliated voters (54%).   

Similarly, majorities of voters favor the 
change in Denver / Boulder counties 
(53%), the five suburban counties 
surrounding Denver (57%), in the 
Colorado Springs TV market (62%), and 
in the 53 rural counties (59%).   

Raising the age for sale of cigarettes is a 
rare policy proposal that garners both 
broad and deep support across what are 
usually basic political cleavages in 
Colorado.   
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Harstad Strategic Research conducted a telephone survey from December 1-4, 2013 among 
502 active voters who voted in the November 2012 general election in Colorado.  Interviews 
were conducted by live interviewers reaching voters on landlines and cell phones. 

Favor 
57%

Unsure 
7%

Oppose 
36%

Would you favor or oppose Colorado passing a 
state law to raise the legal age for the sale of 

cigarettes and other tobacco products to age 21? 
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It is particularly important that majority support for raising the age for sale of cigarettes 
to age 21 holds steady when voters hear strongly worded arguments on both sides of 
the issue, with 55% favoring the change and 40% opposing it.   

In a debate about raising the age for sale of cigarettes, the pro-age 21 argument is 
more persuasive and carries the day.  Colorado voters clearly favor keeping cigarettes 
and other tobacco products away from young people under age 21. 

 

 
Opponents say that raising the legal age for the sale of tobacco products to age 21 
just  goes  too  far.    It  won’t  work  because  kids  will  still  find  a  way  to  get cigarettes, but 
it will infringe on the rights of adults.  At age 18 young adults can vote and even join 
the military and fight for our country, so they should be able to purchase tobacco 
products if that is their choice.  And it will hurt small businesses through lower sales 
at thousands of our convenience stores, costing Colorado jobs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Supporters say that since tobacco is so harmful, we should do everything we can 
to prevent tobacco use among young people, including raising the legal age of sale 
to age 21. The tobacco companies target kids and young adults because they know 
that 95 percent of smokers start before they turn 21. In addition to reducing smoking 
among 18 to 20 year olds, it will also help keep tobacco out of high schools, where 
many younger teens obtain tobacco products from older students. 
 

 

 

  
 

 

Now that you have heard a little 
more about the issue, would you 

favor or oppose Colorado passing a 
state law to raise the legal age for 

the sale of cigarettes and other 
tobacco products to age 21? 

Favor
55% Oppose

40%


