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  M E M O R A N D U M

TO: THE CAMPAIGN FOR TOBACCO-FREE KIDS

FROM: PUBLIC OPINION STRATEGIES & THE MELLMAN GROUP

RE: FDA REGULATION OF TOBACCO PRODUCTS

DATE: MARCH 25, 2015

Methodology
Public Opinion Strategies conducted a national survey of 1,000 registered voters by telephone February
2-5, 2015. Thirty percent (30%) of interviews were conducted with cell phone respondents. The sample
was comprised of 36% Republicans, 44% Democrats, and 18% Independents. The remaining 2% said
they did not know or refused.   The margin of error for this survey is +3.10%.

Key Findings

1. Voters strongly favor FDA authority over tobacco products. 

Our recently completed survey shows that an overwhelming majority of voters favor the 2009
law that gave the FDA authority to regulate tobacco products, including restrictions on sales and
marketing to children.  Fully 81% favor the law, including 69% who strongly favor.  Just 15%
oppose the law, and only 9% strongly. The law elicits robust bipartisan support as well, with 76%
of Republicans, 75% of Independents, and 88% of Democrats in favor. Across gender, age, and
ideological lines, support is also strong.  Even 76% of smokers back the law.

2. All of the specific elements of the law are popular with voters. 

Not only do voters favor FDA authority over tobacco products generally, but they also strongly
favor each of the different elements of the law. Notably, 96% of voters favor helping to prevent
tobacco sales to children by requiring ID checks for younger buyers; 92% favor helping prevent
tobacco sales to children by fining retailers who sell tobacco to minors; and 91% favor restricting
tobacco marketing aimed at children.  Indeed, even the element with the “lowest” support –
prohibiting tobacco products from containing candy and fruit flavors that can appeal to kids – is
still favored by 76% of voters.

Please see Table 1 on the following page, which lists the ten FDA regulations we tested and the
results by % Total Favor and by % Total Oppose.
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Here are some ways the Food and Drug Administration could regulate tobacco products. After each one,
please tell me if you favor or oppose the FDA implementing that particular policy. 

If you are not sure, just say so.

Table 1: FDA Regulations
(Ranked by % Total Favor, ^Denotes Rounding)

% Total
Favor

% Total
Oppose

Help prevent tobacco sales to children by requiring ID checks
for younger buyers.

96% 3%

Help prevent tobacco sales to children by fining retailers who
sell tobacco to minors.

92% 7%

Restrict tobacco marketing aimed at children. 91% 8%

Require tobacco companies to take measures, when
scientifically possible, to make tobacco products less harmful.

86% 11%

Require tobacco companies to submit any new tobacco products
to the FDA for review before they are allowed to be sold.

86% 11%

Prevent tobacco companies from making claims that some
products are less harmful than others, unless the FDA
determines those claims are true, and that those claims will not
cause more people to smoke.

85%^ 11%

Require the removal of additives or ingredients that make
tobacco products more appealing to kids.

81%^ 15%

Require large graphic warning labels on cigarette packs to better
convey the health risks of smoking.

81% 17%^

Require manufacturers to reduce the amount of nicotine in
tobacco products so that the tobacco products are not addictive.

77%^ 18%

Prohibit tobacco products from containing candy and fruit
flavors that can appeal to kids.

76%^ 22%

After voters hear these specific elements of the law, support for the law inches ever higher,
climbing to 88% total favor/10% total oppose, with 78% strongly favoring the law and just 8%
strongly opposing it.  
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3. Voters find arguments against FDA regulation unconvincing.

Voters were read the following two statements, which were rotated:

(Some/other) people say Congress should act to prevent agencies like the FDA from
imposing too many regulations on businesses. Preventing tobacco use may be
important, but more government regulation is not the answer. We need less
government regulation, not more.

...while...

(Some/other) people say tobacco kills four hundred eighty thousand Americans each
year. Since tobacco is so harmful, we should do everything we can to prevent tobacco
use among young people and help smokers quit. Congress should not limit the FDA’s
authority to regulate tobacco, which helps reduce smoking and saves lives.

Fully 62% come down on the side of not limiting the FDA’s authority to regulate tobacco,
including half (50%) who indicate that they feel strongly that Congress should not limit the
FDA’s authority. Just 34% say Congress should act to prevent the FDA from imposing too
many regulations on businesses.

4. By a nearly two-to-one margin, voters say that Congress should continue to allow the FDA
to regulate all tobacco products, including large premium cigars.

 Sixty-two percent (62%) of voters say that the FDA should continue to regulate large premium
cigars, while just 33% say that Congress should pass a law preventing the FDA from
regulating large premium cigars.  Indeed, nearly half (47%) say they feel strongly that large
premium cigars should continue to be regulated by the FDA. Support for FDA regulation of
large premium cigars is not surprising given that 85% of voters say smoking cigars is a serious
or moderate health hazard.

5. Voters are aware of e-cigarettes, they believe electronic cigarettes are a health hazard, and
they support FDA regulation of them. 

Eighty-four percent (84%) of voters say they have heard a great deal or some about e-
cigarettes. Just 16% said they have heard not much or nothing at all about e-cigarettes.
Moreover, more than two-thirds of voters (68%) say electronic cigarettes are a serious (31%)
or moderate (37%) health hazard; just 24% say they are either a minor hazard (19%) or not a
hazard at all (5%).  Eight percent (8%) said they did not know. By way of comparison, 60% of
voters say smoking cigars is a serious health hazard, and 85% of voters say smoking cigarettes
is a serious health hazard. 

Serious Hazard Moderate Hazard Minor Hazard Not a Hazard

E-Cigarettes 31% 37% 19% 5%

Cigarettes 85% 12% 2% * 

Cigars 60% 25% 11% 1%
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Voters were then asked whether they favored or opposed the FDA regulating electronic
cigarettes.  Nearly three-in-four voters (72%) favor FDA regulation of e-cigarettes, including
52% who strongly favor. Just 22% oppose FDA regulation of e-cigarettes.

Table 3 below shows voter reaction to ways the FDA could act to regulate e-cigarettes.

Table 3: FDA E-Cigarette Regulations
(Ranked by % Total Favor, ^Denotes Rounding)

% Total
Favor

% Total
Oppose

Prevent children under age eighteen from buying e-cigarettes by
requiring age verification on all sales of e-cigarette products,
including internet sales.

95% 4%^

Require companies to disclose the ingredients in electronic
cigarettes and the aerosol created by using the products.

93% 5%

Restrict e-cigarette marketing aimed at children. 92% 6%^

Require warning labels for e-cigarettes to convey the risks of
nicotine use, especially for young people.

92% 7%

Require child-resistant packing for all e-cigarettes and liquid
nicotine refills.

87% 10%^

Prohibit the use of candy and fruit flavors that can appeal to kids,
like cherry and cotton candy.

73% 24%

The Bottom Line
Voters strongly support the 2009 law that gave the Food and Drug Administration the authority to
regulate tobacco products, and the various ways in which the FDA could regulate tobacco products all
garner deep and widespread support across various demographic groups. Voters also believe e-
cigarettes are a health hazard, and they favor FDA regulation of e-cigarettes generally, as well as
specific proposals for FDA regulation. By nearly two-to-one, voters reject the message that Congress
should stop the FDA from imposing too many regulations.  While some American voters believe that
there are too many government regulations, this survey makes clear that FDA regulation of tobacco
and cigars is not a concern.


