
  

 

 

 

To:  Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids  
From:  Christine Matthews 
Date:  August 8, 2018 

Subject: Findings from an Indiana statewide survey 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Bellwether Research & Consulting conducted a telephone survey of 600 Indiana voters between 
July 19 -23, 2018. The margin of error for this survey is + 4%. 

Key Findings 

 By a two-to-one margin, voters favor increasing the cigarette tax if part of the revenue 
goes to tobacco prevention programs to keep kids from using tobacco and help smokers 
quit. They are as supportive of a $2.00 per pack increase as a $1.50 per pack increase. 
 

 

 

 

 If the state increases the cigarette tax, 78% say it is important that some of the revenue is 
dedicated to a tobacco prevention program – 49% say it is very important. 
 

 A similarly high percentage (79%) say it’s important to increase state spending on public 
health programs when they hear that “Currently, Indiana ranks at the bottom – 49% - on 
spending for programs to improve public health. Indiana is among the least healthy states 
in areas such as obesity, smoking and heart disease.”  More than half (52%) of voters say 
it is very important to increase spending on public health programs. 
 

 In addition to funding tobacco prevention programs, voters across the board would like to 
see additional cigarette tax revenue going toward health, well-being, and substance abuse 
programs. 
 

Percentage favor cigarette tax revenue going toward… 
Total  
Favor 

Strongly 
favor 

 
*ranked by total favor 

78% 50% Drug and substance abuse treatment 
77% 49% Access to health care 
77% 43% Health and well-being programs 
76% 48% K-12 mental health providers 
74% 46% Department of Child Services 
73% 54% K-12 education 
72% 39% K-12 school nurses 
68% 33% Infant mortality 
67% 39% Road maintenance and construction 
63% 26% Workforce training 
60% 36% Environmental protection 
40% 14% The state’s general fund 

 

$1.50 increase $2.00 increase 
66% Favor  
33% oppose 

65% Favor  
34% oppose 


