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NATIONAL HEALTH SURVEY 
The Mellman Group & Public Opinion Strategies 

April 11, 2017 
 

Hello.  My name is _______.  I'm calling long distance from ________.  We are conducting a public opinion 

survey and I would like to ask you some questions.  We are not selling anything, and I will not ask you for a 

contribution or donation.  Could I please speak with [ASK FOR NAME ON LIST.  IF NOT AVAILABLE, 

SCHEDULE TIME FOR A CALLBACK.  YOU MAY ONLY SPEAK WITH ANOTHER 

HOUSEHOLD MEMBER IF THEIR NAME IS ON THE LIST.]  

 

First, in which state do you live?  [RECORD RESPONSE]  

Are you registered to vote? [TERMINATE IF NO] 
 

[RECORD, BUT DO NOT ASK, GENDER:] 

Male.......................................................................................... 47 

Female ...................................................................................... 53 

 

1. Generally speaking, do you think things in the country are moving in the right direction, or are they 

pretty seriously off on the wrong track? 

  Right direction................................................................37  

  Wrong Track ................................................................ 51  

  DK [VOL]................................................................ 13  

 

2. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Donald Trump is handling his job as President?  [IF 

APPROVE/DISAPPROVE]  Do you (approve/disapprove) strongly or only moderately? 

  Approve, strongly ................................................................25  

  Approve, moderately ................................................................16  

  Disapprove, moderately ................................................................11  

  Disapprove, strongly ................................................................39  

  Don’t know [VOL] ................................................................9  

  NET APPROVE ................................................................41  

  NET DISAPPROVE ................................................................51  

 

3. Overall, do you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very 

unfavorable impression of tobacco companies? If you don't know enough about them to have an 

impression, just say so. 

  Very favorable ................................................................5  

  Somewhat favorable ................................................................9  

  Somewhat unfavorable ................................................................23  

  Very unfavorable ................................................................48  

  DK ................................................................................................14  

  NET FAVORABLE ................................................................15  

  NET UNFAVORABLE ................................................................72  
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4. In 2009, the U.S. Congress passed a law giving the Food and Drug Administration, known as the 

FDA, the authority to regulate tobacco products, including restrictions on sales and marketing to 

children.  Do you favor or oppose this law? [IF FAVOR/OPPOSE]  Is that (favor/oppose) strongly 

or not so strongly?  

  Favor, strongly ................................................................75  

  Favor, not so strongly ................................................................10  

  Oppose, not so strongly ................................................................4  

  Oppose, strongly ................................................................9  

  DK/ref [VOL] ................................................................3  

  NET FAVOR ................................................................84  

  NET OPPOSE ................................................................12  
 

Now I'm going to read a list of ways in which the Food and Drug Administration could regulate tobacco 

products.  After each one, please tell me if you favor or oppose the FDA implementing that particular 

proposal or policy.  If you aren't sure, please say so and we will move on.  [IF FAVOR/OPPOSE]  Do you 

(favor/oppose) that policy strongly or not so strongly? 

[ROTATE BY QUESTION Q.5-Q.10] 
NET 

FAV 

NET 

OPP 

strng 

Favor 

NSS 

Favor 

NSS 

Opp 

strng 

Opp 

DK/ 

not 

sure  

5. __Prevent tobacco companies from making claims 

that some products are less harmful than others unless 

the FDA determines those claims are true, and that 

those claims will not cause more people to smoke ................................82 12 69 14 5 7 5  

6. __Require tobacco companies to take measures, when 

scientifically possible, to make tobacco products less 

harmful ................................................................................................88 9 73 14 4 5 3  

7. __Restrict tobacco marketing aimed at children ................................94 5 89 5 2 4 0  

8. __Prohibit candy and fruit-flavored tobacco products 

that can appeal to kids ................................................................76 21 67 10 8 13 3  

9. __Require large graphic warning labels on cigarette 

packs to better convey the health risks of smoking ................................82 14 69 14 6 7 4  

10. __Require tobacco companies to submit any new 

tobacco products to the FDA for review before they 

are allowed to be sold................................................................89 8 77 12 3 5 3  
 

11. Now that you have heard more information, do you favor or oppose the law giving the Food and 

Drug Administration, known as the FDA, the authority to regulate tobacco products, including 

restrictions on sales and marketing to children? [IF FAVOR/OPPOSE]  Is that (favor/oppose) 

strongly or not so strongly? 

  Favor, strongly ................................................................78  

  Favor, not so strongly ................................................................11  

  Oppose, not so strongly ................................................................3  

  Oppose, strongly ................................................................6  

  DK/ref [VOL] ................................................................2  

  NET FAVOR ................................................................89  

  NET OPPOSE ................................................................9  
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12. Now I am going to read a series of statements, and after I read each one, please tell me which statement 

comes closest to your point of view: 

 

[ROTATE STATEMENTS] 

__Statement A:  (Some/other) people say Congress should act to prevent agencies like the FDA from 

imposing too many regulations on businesses. Preventing tobacco use may be important, but more 

government regulation is not the answer. We need less government regulation, not more. 

OR 

__Statement B:  (Some/other) people say tobacco kills four hundred and eighty thousand Americans 

each year. Since tobacco is so harmful, we should do everything we can to prevent tobacco use among 

young people and help smokers quit. Congress should not limit the FDA’s authority to regulate tobacco, 

which helps reduce smoking and saves lives. 
 

[IF A/B, ASK:]  Do you feel that way strongly or not so strongly? 

  Statement A, strongly ................................................................19  

  Statement A, not so strongly ................................................................8  

  Statement B, not so strongly ................................................................18  

  Statement B, strongly ................................................................52  

  DK/ref [VOL] ................................................................3  

  NET STATEMENT A ................................................................27  

  NET STATEMENT B ................................................................70  
 

13. Please tell me which of the following statements comes closest to your point of view: 

[ROTATE STATEMENTS] 

__Statement A:  (Some/other) people say Congress should pass a law preventing the FDA from 

regulating large premium cigars. These cigars cost several dollars apiece and are usually sold in specialty 

shops or online, making them less accessible to children under eighteen. Too many regulations on 

premium cigars are unnecessary and would cost jobs by burdening small manufacturers and retailers, 

putting many out of business. 

OR 

__Statement B:  (Some/other) people say Congress should continue to allow the FDA to regulate all 

tobacco products, including large premium cigars. By promoting a new law to prevent regulation of 

cigars, tobacco companies are just trying to avoid FDA regulations that protect health and prevent 

children from smoking. Cigar smoke contains toxins and causes cancer and heart disease. Scientists at the 

FDA, not Congress, should decide what type of regulation makes sense for each product. 

 

[IF A/B, ASK:]  Do you feel that way strongly or not so strongly? 

  Statement A, strongly ................................................................23  

  Statement A, not so strongly ................................................................10  

  Statement B, not so strongly ................................................................18  

  Statement B, strongly ................................................................43  

  DK/ref [VOL] ................................................................6  

  NET STATEMENT A ................................................................34  

  NET STATEMENT B ................................................................60  
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14. In addition to premium cigars, some tobacco companies make inexpensive cigars that are made with 

fruit and candy flavorings.  Do you favor or oppose the FDA regulating these inexpensive flavored 

cigars?  [IF FAVOR/OPPOSE]  Is that (favor/oppose) strongly or not so strongly?  

  Favor, strongly ................................................................58  

  Favor, not so strongly ................................................................13  

  Oppose, not so strongly ................................................................9  

  Oppose, strongly ................................................................16  

  DK/ref [VOL] ................................................................4  

  NET FAVOR ................................................................71  

  NET OPPOSE ................................................................25  
 

15. Now moving on… As you may know, products called electronic cigarettes, or e-cigarettes contain 

nicotine and other chemicals. While conventional cigarettes burn tobacco, e-cigarettes use a battery 

to heat and vaporize a nicotine solution for inhaling.  From what you know, do you feel that using 

electronic cigarettes is a serious health hazard, a moderate health hazard, a minor health hazard, or 

not a health hazard at all? 

  Serious health hazard ................................................................48  

  Moderate health hazard ................................................................25  

  Minor health hazard ................................................................12  

  Not a health hazard at all ................................................................4  

  DK/ref [VOL] ................................................................11  

 

16. In 2016, the FDA began to regulate electronic cigarettes. Do you favor or oppose the FDA regulating 

electronic cigarettes?  [IF FAVOR/OPPOSE]  Is that (favor/oppose) strongly or not so strongly?  

  Favor, strongly ................................................................65  

  Favor, not so strongly ................................................................13  

  Oppose, not so strongly ................................................................7  

  Oppose, strongly ................................................................11  

  DK/ref [VOL] ................................................................4  

  NET FAVOR ................................................................78  

  NET OPPOSE ................................................................18  
 

Now I'm going to read a list of ways in which the Food and Drug Administration could regulate electronic 

cigarettes.  After each one, please tell me if you favor or oppose the FDA implementing that particular 

proposal or policy in relation to electronic cigarettes.  If you aren't sure, please say so and we will move on.  

[IF FAVOR/OPPOSE]  Do you (favor/oppose) that policy strongly or not so strongly? 

[ROTATE BY QUESTION Q.17-Q.19] 
NET 

FAV 

NET 

OPP 

strng 

Favor 

NSS 

Favor 

NSS 

Opp 

strng 

Opp 

DK/ 

not 

sure  

17. __Prohibit the use of candy and fruit flavors that can 

appeal to kids, like cherry and cotton candy, in E-

cigarettes ................................................................................................73 23 63 10 9 14 4  

18. __Restrict e-cigarette marketing aimed at children ................................92 6 85 7 1 5 1  

19. __Require companies to disclose the ingredients in 

electronic cigarettes and the aerosol created by using 

the products ................................................................................................93 6 83 10 2 3 2  
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20. How concerned are you that tobacco companies may be using candy and fruit flavors to market 

cigars and e-cigarettes to children under 18 years old?  Are you very concerned, somewhat 

concerned, not too concerned or not at all concerned?   

  Very concerned ................................................................55  

  Somewhat concerned ................................................................26  

  Not too concerned ................................................................10  

  Not at all concerned ................................................................8  

  DK/ref [VOL] ................................................................1  

  NET VERY/SOMEWHAT ................................................................82  

  NET NOT TOO/NOT AT ALL ................................ 17  
 

21. Please tell me which of the following statements comes closest to your point of view: 

[ROTATE STATEMENTS] 
 

__Statement A:  (Some/other) people say that Congress should limit the FDA’s authority to regulate e-

cigarettes because e-cigarettes are less harmful than real cigarettes, because regulations will reduce 

choices for smokers who want to use e-cigarettes to quit smoking, and new regulations create burdens for 

small businesses, which costs jobs. 

OR 

__ Statement B:  (Some/other) people say that Congress should not weaken the FDA’s authority to 

regulate e-cigarettes because more kids now use e-cigarettes than smoke regular cigarettes. E-cigarettes 

also contain nicotine and other harmful chemicals, and come in thousands of flavors, like gummy bear and 

cotton candy, that target kids.   
 

[IF A/B, ASK:]  Do you feel that way strongly or not so strongly? 

  Statement A, strongly ................................................................23  

  Statement A, not so strongly ................................................................9  

  Statement B, not so strongly ................................................................15  

  Statement B, strongly ................................................................46  

  DK/ref [VOL] ................................................................7  

  NET STATEMENT A ................................................................32  

  NET STATEMENT B ................................................................61  

 

THANK YOU.  THE FEW REMAINING QUESTIONS ARE FOR STATISTICAL PURPOSES ONLY. 

 

22. Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a Republican, a Democrat, an independent, or 

something else?   [IF REPUBLICAN OR DEMOCRAT ASK:]   Do you consider yourself a strong 

(Republican/Democrat) or a not so strong (Republican/Democrat)?  [IF INDEPENDENT ASK:]  

Would you say that you lean more toward the Republicans or more toward the Democrats? 

  strong Republican ..........................................................20  

  not so strong Republican ...............................................5  

  independent leans Republican .......................................7  

  Independent ................................................................ 26  

  independent leans Democratic .......................................6  

  not so strong Democrat ..................................................5  

  strong Democrat ............................................................23  

  dk/na/other [VOL] .........................................................7  

  NET REPUBLICAN ................................................................32  

  NET DEMOCRAT ................................................................35  
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23. Do you consider yourself very liberal, somewhat liberal, moderate, somewhat conservative or very 

conservative?  [IF MODERATE, ASK:]  Do you tend to lean toward the liberal or conservative side? 

  very liberal ................................................................ 14  

  somewhat liberal ............................................................12  

  moderate leans liberal ....................................................4  

  moderate ........................................................................28  

  moderate leans conservative ..........................................5  

  somewhat conservative ..................................................16  

  very conservative ...........................................................16  

  dk/ref [VOL] ................................................................ 5  

  NET LIBERAL ................................................................31  

  NET CONSERVATIVE ................................................................37  

 

24. What is your age?  [CODE ACTUAL AGE.  REFUSED=99] ______ 

  18-29 ..............................................................................11  

  30-39 ..............................................................................13  

  40-49 ..............................................................................17  

  50-59 ..............................................................................22  

  60+ .................................................................................37  

  na/ref .............................................................................. 0  
 

25. What was the last level of schooling you completed?  

  less than high school graduate .......................................3  

  high school graduate ......................................................17  

  vocational training/vocational school ............................2  

  some college, but no degree ..........................................19  

  a 2-year or associate degree ...........................................12  

  a 4-year or bachelor’s degree ........................................30  

  a post-graduate degree ...................................................16  

  na/ref [VOL] ................................................................ 2  

  NET HS OR LESS ................................................................19  

  NET VOCATIONAL/SOME COLL/2-YEAR ................................33  

  NET 4 YEAR COLLEGE+................................................................46  

 

26. Are you of Hispanic, Spanish or Latino descent? 

  Yes .................................................................................7  

  No ..................................................................................92  

  DK .................................................................................1  

 

27. Are you black, white, Asian, Native American or some other race? 

  black ..............................................................................12  

  white ..............................................................................75  

  Asian ..............................................................................2  

  Native American ............................................................1  

  Other ..............................................................................7  

  Ref .................................................................................3  
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28. Which of the following describes your use of tobacco products ... I currently smoke cigarettes ... I 

USED to smoke cigarettes, but I've quit ... or I have never been a cigarette smoker.   

  Current smoker ..............................................................14  

  Former smoker ...............................................................28  

  Never smoked ................................................................56  

  [VOL] Smokeless or other tobacco user .......................1  

  DK [PROBE:  RE-READ QUESTION] ....................0  

  [VOL] Refused ..............................................................1  

 

[ASK Q.29 IF Q.28=2,3,4,5,6] 

29. And do you never smoke, or do you smoke on occasion?   

  Never smoke ................................................................ 91  

  Smoke on occasion ........................................................5  

  Don’t know ................................................................ 2  

  [VOL] Refused ..............................................................2  

  NET CURRENT + OCCASIONAL SMOKER ........18  

 

[RESUME ASKING EVERYBODY]   

30. Do you currently use electronic cigarettes, or e-cigarettes? 

  Yes .................................................................................5  

  No ..................................................................................94  

  Refused ..........................................................................1  

 

31. Do you have children, 18 years old or younger living at home? 

  Yes .................................................................................26  

  No ..................................................................................72  

  DK/ref ............................................................................1  

 

32. If you were asked to use one of these names for the economic class you belong to, which would you 

say you belong in—upper class, upper middle-class, middle class, working class, or lower class? 

  upper class ................................................................ 3  

  upper middle-class .........................................................17  

  middle-class ................................................................ 55  

  working class ................................................................18  

  lower class ................................................................ 3  

  don’t know [VOL] ........................................................3  

  Other [VOL] ................................................................ 2  

 

33. And last, what is your zip code? __________ 

 

Thank you.  That completes our public opinion survey. 


