TEMPLATE - Editorial Board Memo
TO:

(STATE) Editorial Writers
FROM:    
(Name of Individual and Organization)
DATE:     
XXXXXX


RE:           
(STATE) Tobacco Tax Increase – a WIN for State Budget; A WIN for Health
________________________________________________________________________________          

Here's the problem:  Every year, more than XX (STATE) kids become daily smokers and nearly XX of them will die a premature death because of it.  The other problem – our state budget with its $XX deficit.
Here's the solution: As the (STATE) Legislature addresses tough budget issues, it can both bring important new revenue to the state and take action against tobacco’s deadly toll by increasing the state cigarette tax by at least XX cents per pack.  Such an increase will produce much needed new revenue to help save critical state programs like (INSERT RELEVANT EXAMPLES) AND dramatically improve the health of (STATE) residents by combating the No. 1 preventable cause of death and disease – tobacco.  Research shows that significant increases in tobacco taxes are a proven solution that will discourage children from starting to smoke, reduce smoking rates, save lives and reduce health care costs for generations to come.
(Provide context on current status of tax increase legislation)

The health and economic benefits of increasing (STATE’s) cigarette tax would be significant.  (STATE) can expect a XX cigarette tax increase to prevent some XX (STATE) kids alive today from becoming smokers, save XX residents from smoking-caused deaths, produce $XX billion in long-term health care savings, and raise more than $XX million in new revenue each year.  

(STATE’s) current cigarette tax of XX ranks it XXth in the nation, however this ranking could easily slip as more and more states begin to embrace cigarette taxes as a reliable source of revenue and as a proven health measure that will reduce tobacco use.  For example, (INSERT OTHER STATES’ RECENT TAX INCREASES). 

Win #1: Increasing cigarette taxes reduces smoking, especially among kids.

The evidence is clear that increasing the price of cigarettes is one of the most effective ways to reduce smoking, especially among children and pregnant women.  Studies show that every 10 percent increase in the price of cigarettes reduces youth smoking by 7 percent and overall cigarette consumption by 3 percent to 5 percent.  

Win #2: Increasing cigarette taxes increases state revenues.

Evidence confirms that every state that has significantly increased its cigarette tax in recent years has enjoyed substantial increases in revenue, even while reducing cigarette sales.  As a result, 47 states, along with the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico, have increased their cigarette taxes since January 1, 2002.  During that time, the average state cigarette tax has more than tripled from 43.4 cents to $1.45 a pack, raising billions in new state revenue while helping to significantly reduce smoking and save lives.  Even tobacco-growing states are realizing the health and economic benefits of cigarette tax increases.  South Carolina, Kentucky, Virginia, Georgia, Tennessee, and North Carolina have all increased their cigarette taxes in recent years.
Win #3: Increasing the cigarette tax is popular with voters.

The results of numerous ballot initiatives, as well as polls conducted in states throughout the country, have consistently shown broad public and voter support for cigarette-tax increases.  In dozens of different states, polls show strong majority support for an increase in the state's cigarette tax, with voters in most states favoring the proposed cigarette tax increase by a two-to-one margin.  This support crosses party and ideological lines and is even evident among tea party supporters.  The most recent survey of (STATE) voters on the issue (Date) found that XX favored a $XX increase in the state cigarette tax.

Tobacco use is the leading preventable cause of death in (STATE), claiming more than XX lives each year and costing the state $XX annually in health care bills, including $XX in Medicaid payments alone. Government expenditures related to tobacco amount to a hidden tax of $XX each year on every (STATE) household.   While (STATE) has made significant progress in reducing youth smoking, XX percent of (STATE) high school students are still current smokers, and XX more kids become regular smokers every year.  

For additional information on the benefits of increasing (STATE)’s cigarette tax, go to: (Website).
If you have any questions or would like additional information, please contact XXXXXX at (Phone Number).
