
                                      
FDA REGULATION OF TOBACCO IS NEEDED NOW 

 
Even though tobacco is the leading preventable cause of death in the United States, killing more than 
400,000 Americans every year, tobacco products remain virtually unregulated and are exempt from basic 
health regulations that apply to foods, drugs, cosmetics and many other products. 
 
Tobacco use takes an enormous health and financial toll on our nation. 

 Tobacco is responsible for more than 400,000 deaths every year, including nearly 90 percent of 
lung cancer deaths, one-third of all cancer deaths, and one in five deaths from cardiovascular 
disease.1,2,3,4 

 Tobacco use causes 80-90 percent of all chronic obstructive pulmonary disease cases (COPD).5 
 Every day, approximately 3,500 kids will try a cigarette for the first time, and another 1,000 will 

become new, regular daily smokers. 6 
 One-third of these kids will eventually die prematurely from their tobacco addiction.7 
 Ninety percent of all adult smokers begin smoking while in their teens.8 
 Tobacco use results in nearly $100 billion in health care costs every year, including $30 billion in 

total annual Medicaid costs.9,10 
 
Tobacco companies take advantage of the lack of regulation to market their deadly and addictive 
products to children, discourage current tobacco users from quitting and deceive consumers 
about the health risks of their products. 

 Despite claiming to have changed, tobacco companies continue to market their products 
aggressively and in ways effective at reaching kids.  Cigarette marketing and promotional 
expenditures have increased dramatically since the tobacco settlement, reaching $13.1 billion per 
year – $36 million a day – in 2005.11  Much of this increase was focused on marketing that 
directly reaches kids including advertising at retail outlets, price discounts and ensuring prime 
retail space.12 

 Tobacco companies continue to introduce an array of candy- and fruit-flavored tobacco products 
that appeal explicitly to new users, almost all of whom are children. 

 Tobacco companies continue to deceive the public about the harm caused by tobacco products 
by marketing products with unproven and misleading claims such as “light” and “low-tar.” 

 
Effective Food and Drug Administration (FDA) regulation would protect kids and the public health, 
and provide more information to consumers. 
The FDA is the only agency with the scientific and regulatory expertise to effectively regulate the 
manufacturing, marketing, labeling and sale of tobacco products.  Current legislation in Congress 
includes provisions that would grant FDA the authority to: 

 Restrict advertising and promotions that makes products appealing to children. 
 Stop illegal sales of tobacco products to kids. 
 Require changes to tobacco products, such as the reduction or elimination of ingredients, to 

make them less harmful and less addictive. 
 Prohibit unsubstantiated health claims about so-called “reduced risk” products. 
 Require the disclosure of the contents of tobacco products and tobacco industry research about 

the health effects of their products. 
 Require larger, more informative health warning labels on tobacco products. 

 
The public health community, including the American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network, American 
Heart Association, American Lung Association and the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids, are united in 
support of this legislation to grant FDA strong, effective authority over tobacco products. This legislation 
also has the support of over 1,000 public health, faith, medical and other organizations from around the 
country. 
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