
 
 
As more is learned about the pernicious effects of smoking on health, the estimates of the 
portion of total health costs caused by smoking have continued to increase.   Published 
estimates range from six to fourteen percent.1  Not surprisingly, the higher smoking-attributable 
fractions in this range have been found to more accurately reflect current knowledge regarding 
the powerful impact of smoking on health, disease, treatment, and related costs.2  Given the 
impact of smoking on health at different ages (and the earlier mortality of smokers, on average, 
than non-smokers), studies have also found that the smoking attributable percentage is even 
higher among health costs not covered by Medicare.3 
 
It is important to note that these estimates are quite conservative because they do not include 
the health costs caused by tobacco use other than smoking.  In addition, some of the studies 
estimating the smoking-caused portion of total health costs do not account for any health harms 
or costs caused by secondhand smoke, or assume only a very small secondhand smoke 
impact, failing to reflect the growing body of research finding that the health harms and costs 
caused by exposure to secondhand smoke are much larger than previously thought.4  
 
The latest estimates of total smoking-attributable health care costs approach $100 billion.5  
Private insurance covers 50 percent of smoking-related medical costs for people aged 19-64.6 
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