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Key Findings
1. Voters across party lines, age groups, race and education levels are in favor of a

smoke-free law in Mississippi.

In Mississippi, 68% of voters are in favor of a law that would prohibit smoking in most
indoor public places, including workplaces, public buildings, offices, casinos, restaurants
and bars, with only 29% in opposition. Intensity of support for the proposed law is high,
with 58% of voters strongly in favor, and just 19% strongly opposed. 

• Support for the smoke-free law crosses party lines, with 68% of Republicans in
favor, as well as 70% of Independents and 68% of Democrats.

• Voters across all age groups are in favor of the law: 68% of voters ages 18-44 are
in favor, as are 70% of 45-54 year olds, 66% of 55-64 year olds and 69% of
seniors.

• Fully 69% of whites and 67% of African Americans are in favor of a smoke-free
law. 

• Voters of varying degrees of educational attainment are in favor of a smoke-free
law.  Among those who have completed high school or less, 62% are in favor of
the law, while 65% of voters who have done some college, 76% of voters who are
college graduates and 78% of voters with postgraduate degrees are also in favor. 

• Along ideological lines, very conservative voters are 72% in favor of the law,
while 65% of somewhat conservative voters, 73% of moderates and 57% of
liberals are also all in favor of a smoke-free law. 
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2. Voters agree that second-hand smoke is a health hazard, and believe employee and
customer health is more important than smokers’ rights. 

An overwhelming majority of Mississippi voters (87%) believe that second-hand smoke 
is a health hazard, and 68% believe second-hand smoke is a serious health hazard. Only
3% of Mississippi voters do not believe second-hand smoke is hazardous. 

Fully 75% of Mississippi voters believe that the rights of employees and customers to
breathe clean air in casinos, restaurants and bars is more important than the rights of
smokers to smoke and owners to allow smoking inside casinos, restaurants and bars.
Intensity is high on this issue; 60% believe that employee/customer rights are much more
important than smoker and owner rights. 

Even smokers are in agreement on these issues; 70% believe second-hand smoke is a
health hazard and 56% believe employee/customer rights should supersede the rights of
owners and smokers. 

3. Finally, voters across party lines and ideologies would be more likely to support a
candidate for political office who supported a smoke-free law.

Sixty-three percent (63%) of respondents would be more likely to support a candidate
who supported a smoke-free law, while only 22% are less likely.  The support translates
across party lines – 65% of Republicans, 59% of Independents and 65% of Democrats
would be more likely to support a smoke-free law candidate.

This support does not significantly change across different ideologies either, with 65% of
very conservative voters in agreement, 59% of somewhat conservative voters, 69% of
moderates, and 58% of liberals.

Methodology
The survey of a random sample of 500 likely 2012 general election voters in Mississippi was
conducted by Public Opinion Strategies.  The survey was conducted by landline telephone
January 10 and 12, 2012.  Voters were screened for likely participation in the November 2012
general election.  To assure that the data are representative of the population, the results were
checked against expected November 2012 turnout and weighted by key demographics when
necessary based on POS’s projection of a likely November 2012 turnout.  Overall results have a
margin of error of + 4.38% in 95 out of 100 cases.  


