


2009 Youth Advocate Winners
The 2009 Youth Advocates of the Year are  
an outstanding team of young people  
combining their efforts across the country.

“�Being a YAYA means to me that my voice 
really is being heard, and that youth really 
can make a difference. I feel very honored 
to receive this award. Now I know I can 
truly make a difference in our world.” 
– Olivia Holter

Group Winner:
REAL: Hawaii Youth Movement
Exposing the Tobacco Industry

National Youth 
Advocate of the Year: 

Emily Kile, Greenfield, IN

East Regional Youth 
Advocate of the Year: 
Hyacynth Dixon, Dorchester, MA

West Regional Youth 
Advocate of the Year:
Olivia Holter, Helena, MT

South Regional Youth 
Advocate of the Year:
Colleen Daly, Asheville, NC

Central Region Youth 
Advocate of the Year:
Kyle Picha, Prairie du Chien, WI

“�Being the National YAYA makes me feel 
like the work we do in Indiana means 
something more than reaching out to teens 
in Greenfield. With the grant, I  can really 
put tobacco control on the map in Greenfield 
and turn our program into even more of an 
influence to teens in Indiana.” 
– Emily Kile

“�The YAYA awards are not simply 
recognition for a dedication to tobacco 
prevention and cessation. They present 
opportunities to further those efforts.” 
– Colleen Daly

“�Getting a YAYA was one of 
the coolest things that ever 
happened to me. The gala 
was absolutely amazing! It 
was amazing to see youth 
and adults drawn together 
by the same problem and 
by their motivation to 
rectify it.” 
– Kyle Picha



The Youth Advocates of the Year Awards, sponsored by the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids,  
honor the outstanding work of young advocates who have taken the lead in holding the 
tobacco companies accountable for their efforts to market products to youth. These young 
activists are fighting to protect their peers, their communities and the nation from the dangers 
of tobacco use through public education efforts, student-to-student training and outreach to 
policymakers. Many have worked to change policies at the national, state and local levels to 
limit youth access to tobacco, protect people from secondhand smoke, and ensure that tobacco 
prevention programs continue to receive funding. Their work inspires and motivates other 
young people to join in their advocacy efforts.

The Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids will honor:
• �Four regional (East, West, Central and South) winners 

(grades 9-12) 
• �One group winner (may include both high school  

and middle school age youth)
• �One international grant award winner (grades 9-12,  

must be from the US)  
• �One national Youth Advocate of the Year (grades 9-12).

Winners will be recognized at a gala event in Washington, 
DC on May 12, 2010. Our 2010 Youth Advocates of the Year 
will also be invited to participate in our ninth annual Youth 
Advocacy Symposium where they, along with past award 
winners, will take part in advocacy events and trainings,  
and plan for the upcoming year. All winners will work with 
the Campaign throughout the year, traveling to conferences  
and participating in youth events across the country to  
promote tobacco prevention. 

Are you a youth advocate active in international  
tobacco control and prevention? Check out our 
international grant award:  
Tobacco use is a leading cause of death worldwide. If 
trends continue, by 2020 70 percent of global deaths from 
tobacco use will occur in developing countries. The tobacco 
industry aggressively targets young people around the world 
every day through advertisements, event sponsorship and 
free giveaways. Young activists are fighting back – from 
coordinating media campaigns that publicize the tobacco 
industry’s international misdeeds to helping develop youth 
anti-tobacco movements in countries across the globe –  
youth are sending a strong message to Big Tobacco! This 
award will honor a US youth who has done a significant 
amount of tobacco control work internationally.

Winners receive scholarships and grants:
National Winner: $5,000 scholarship + $500 grant
Each Regional Winner: $2,500 scholarship + $500 grant
Group Winner: $2,500 grant
International Grant Winner: $2,000 grant

JUDGING CRITERIA AND PROCESS
Please read all nomination requirements carefully.
A panel of judges from leading health, education and media 
organizations will select finalists in each award category.  
All entries are judged against others in the respective 
award category. Phone interviews will be conducted with 
approximately three finalists from each award category to 
complete the selection process.

Each winner must be able to attend the awards gala and 
youth advocacy symposium. The gala will be held on  
May 12, 2010, and the Symposium will be held during the 
summer, both in Washington, DC. Winners are expected to 
participate actively with the Campaign’s activities throughout 
the year, serving as spokespersons with the media, leading 
youth training seminars and attending conferences and other 
activities across the country.

Each nomination submission will be judged on the following 
six criteria:

• Advocacy experience 
• Initiative
• �Impact of activities on protecting youth from tobacco
• �Leadership – ability to mobilize peers and involve them  

as advocates
• Creative thinking and problem solving
• Ability to communicate ideas effectively



INDIVIDUAL NOMINATION FORM (Regional, National, International)

Name	 Organization/Group	 Name of high school

Address	 city	 state	 zip

home Phone	C ell Phone	E -mail

Age	D ate of Birth	Y ear in School (as of September 2009)

Number of Years Involved in Tobacco Control

Parental Contact Information

Name

Home Phone	C ell Phone	E mail

Which Award Are You Applying For?
q Eastern Region: (Grades 9–12) CT, DC, DE, MA, MD, ME, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, VT
q Southern Region: (Grades 9–12) AL, AR, FL, GA, KY, LA, MS, NC, Puerto Rico, SC, TN, TX, US Virgin Islands, VA, WV
q Central Region: (Grades 9–12) IA, IL, IN, KS, MI, MN, MO, ND, NE, OH, OK, SD, WI
q Western Region: (Grades 9–12) AK, American Samoa, AZ, CA, CNMI, CO, Guam,  HI,  ID, MT, NM, NV, OR, UT, WA, WY
q National (Grades 9–12)
q �International Grant (Grades 9–12) *Check here only if you are including specific examples of your work outside of the  

US on tobacco control issues and are answering the following questions with specific reference to this work. 

Individual candidates must complete all questions below. International grant award applicants must complete all questions, focusing  
specifically on their tobacco control work outside of the US. Please attach answers to questions 1 though 5 in a typed document.  
Please make sure your name and your nominator’s name are on the top of each page.

1	� In 500 words or less, please describe your tobacco control work within your state/town. Please indicate the impact your efforts have  
had on reducing youth tobacco use and/or policy changes and why this work is important to you.

2	 In 250 words or less, please describe any tobacco control work you have completed in other states/towns or with national organizations.

3	� Please attach a list of the five most important activities in which you are involved. Please include the number of years and if you held  
an office/leadership position. 
Example: Student Council / Involved for 3 years / Treasurer and VP

4	� Please tell us the names of your three members of Congress. Have you had an opportunity to meet with your members of Congress  
or work with them on tobacco control? If so, please share your experience and the work you have done in 250 words or less.

5	�� If you were to create your own Kick Butts Day event, what would it be like? What would be your key message(s) and goal(s)?

Additional Requirements	  
	 • Please submit a one (1) minute video on DVD about why you should be a 2010 Youth Advocate of the Year Award winner. 
	 • Please submit a picture of you that will be put in the program at the gala if you are selected as a winner. 

ADULT NOMINATION FORM

Name of Youth Nominee	 Name of Adult Nominator

Relation to Nominee	 Organization/Group

Address	

city	 state	 zip

Work Phone	C ell Phone	E -mail

In 250 words or less, please explain why you believe the nominee should receive a Youth Advocate of the Year Award  
(please attach a typed recommendation).

Please print out this completed form and mail it in with your application.



GROUP NOMINATION FORM

Group Name	 Sub-Group (If Applicable)

Advisor Contact Information

Name	

Address

city	 state	 zip

Work Phone	C ell Phone	E mail

Youth Contact Information ‑ youth 1

Name	

Address

city	 state	 zip

Home Phone	

Cell Phone

Name of High School		  Grade

parental Contact Information ‑ youth 1

Name	

address 

City	 state	 zip

home Phone

Cell Phone

email

Youth Contact Information ‑ youth 2

Name	

Address

city	 state	 zip

Home Phone	

Cell Phone

Name of High School		  Grade

parental Contact Information ‑ youth 2

Name	

address 

City	 state	 zip

home Phone	

Cell Phone

email



Adult Advisor: In 250 words or less, please explain why you believe 
your group should receive a Youth Advocate of the Year Award 
(please attach a typed recommendation).

Youth Representatives: Please attach answers to questions 1 though 
4 in a typed document. Please make sure your group name and your 
adult nominator’s name are on the top of each page.

1	� Please include a short description of your group including: 
• Goals 
• Target Audience(s) 
• Mission Statement

2	 �In 500 words or less, please describe your group’s three most  
successful advocacy and/or prevention initiatives. Please explain 
how these initiatives or events impacted your target audience. 
Use examples only from the past year. 

3	 �In 500 words or less, please describe your group’s goals for the 
next year and how your group will use the Youth Advocate of the 
Year Award and the $2,500 grant to achieve those goals.

4	 �Please tell us the names of your three members of Congress. 
Has your group had an opportunity to meet with your members 
of Congress or work with them on tobacco control? If so, please 
share your experience and the work you have done in 250 words 
or less.

Additional Requirements
• �Please submit a three (3) minute video on DVD about why  

your group should be a 2010 Youth Advocate of the Year Award 
winner. Make sure that all four members of your group listed 
above speak on the video. 

• �Please include a group picture that will be put in the program  
at the gala if your group is selected as the winner. 

GROUP NOMINATION FORM (Continued)

Youth Contact Information ‑ youth 3

Name	

Address

city	 state	 zip

Home Phone	

Cell Phone

Name of High School		  Grade

parental Contact Information ‑ youth 3

Name	

address 

City	 state	 zip

home Phone

Cell Phone

email

Youth Contact Information ‑ youth 4

Name	

Address

city	 state	 zip

Home Phone	

Cell Phone

Name of High School		  Grade

parental Contact Information ‑ youth 4

Name	

address 

City	 state	 zip

home Phone	

Cell Phone

email



1400 I Street, NW
Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20005

Nomination forms Must be postmarked by: 

Friday, January 22nd

IMPORTANT NOTICES: 
Please clearly indicate which award you are applying for  
by marking the appropriate box on the application form.  
Nominees may only be selected as a winner once in each 
category. 

Each individual nomination submission MUST INCLUDE:
• �A completed youth nomination form (including five  

essays as noted)
• �A completed adult nomination form and letter  

of recommendation
• A one (1) minute DVD
• A picture

Each group nomination submission MUST INCLUDE:
• �A completed group nomination form (including  

four essays as noted)
• A letter of recommendation from adult advisor
• A three (3) minute DVD
• A group picture

All nomination submissions MUST INCLUDE:
• �Five copies of the entire application and any 

supporting materials (news clippings, etc.).
• Please DO NOT send binders, folders, or report covers. 
• �PAPERCLIP your application materials together for 

easy photocopying. DO NOT STAPLE.

OPTIONAL ITEMS:
• �News clippings highlighting your work  

(limit 10 pages)

Nomination packets should be sent to:
Youth Advocates of the Year Awards – Nominations
CAMPAIGN FOR TOBACCO-FREE KIDS
1400 I Street, NW Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20005

Nomination forms must be POSTMARKED by Friday,  
Friday, January 22, 2010. Winners will be notified of a 
decision by Friday, March 5, 2010.

For more information, e-mail the Campaign at 
nominations@tobaccofreekids.org, or visit our web  
site at www.tobaccofreekids.org. If you do not have 
Internet access, you may reach the Campaign by phone  
at (202) 296-5469.


	Text18: 
	Text30: 
	Text29: 
	Text31: 
	Text32: 
	Text33: 
	Text34: 
	Text35: 
	Text37: 
	Text38: 
	Text36: 
	Text57: 
	Text58: 
	Text59: 
	Text60: 
	Text61: 
	Text62: 
	Text63: 
	Text64: 
	Text65: 
	Text66: 
	Text67: 
	Text68: 
	Text69: 
	Text70: 
	Text71: 
	Text72: 
	Text39: 
	Text40: 
	Text48: 
	Text49: 
	Text41: 
	Text42: 
	Text43: 
	Text50: 
	Text51: 
	Text52: 
	Text44: 
	Text53: 
	Text45: 
	Text54: 
	Text46: 
	Text47: 
	Text55: 
	Text56: 
	Text73: 
	Text82: 
	Text74: 
	Text83: 
	Text75: 
	Text76: 
	Text77: 
	Text84: 
	Text85: 
	Text86: 
	Text78: 
	Text87: 
	Text79: 
	Text88: 
	Text80: 
	Text81: 
	Text89: 
	Text90: 
	Text91: 
	Text92: 
	Text93: 
	Text94: 
	Text95: 
	Text96: 
	Text97: 
	Text98: 
	Radio Button1: Yes
	Text99: 
	Text100: 
	Text101: 
	Text102: 
	Text103: 
	Text104: 
	Text105: 
	Text106: 
	Text1: 
	Text3: 
	Text2: 
	Text4: 
	Text5: 
	Text6: 
	Text7: 
	Text8: 
	Text9: 
	Text10: 
	Text11: 
	Text12: 
	Text13: 
	Text14: 
	Text15: 
	Text16: 
	Text17: 
	Text19: 
	Text20: 
	Text21: 
	Text22: 
	Text23: 
	Text24: 
	Text25: 
	Text26: 
	Text28: 
	Text27: 


