
Number of Smokers By Region,19979

(millions)

Male Female Total
North America 27.80 25.50 53.30
Latin America & The Caribbean 64.06 37.24 101.30
Western Europe 62.11 43.81 105.92
Eastern Europe 76.38 46.45 122.83
Africa & The Middle East 90.68 44.16 134.84
Asia-Pacific 517.59 104.44 622.03

World Total 838.62 301.60 1140.22
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Tobacco’s Global Toll
•  500 million people alive today will

eventually be killed by tobacco.1

•  Approximately 4 million people will
die from tobacco-related illnesses
in 2000. By 2030, 10 million people
will die each year.2

•  Smoking-related diseases are
responsible for 1 in 10 adult deaths
worldwide.3

•  Tobacco will soon become the lead-
ing cause of death worldwide, caus-
ing more deaths than HIV, maternal
mortality, automobile accidents,
homicide and suicide combined.4

•  By 2030, 70% of all deaths
from tobacco will occur in
developing countries, up from
around 50% today.5

Global Tobacco Consumption & Production
Globally, 5.3 trillion cigarettes were consumed in
1997.6

There are currently 1.1 billion smokers in the
world today.7 If current trends continue, this num-
ber will increase to 1.6 billion by 2025.8

Approximately 25% of women in industrialized
countries smoke, while about 7% of women in
developing countries smoke.10

In China, 63% of males aged 15-69 smoke, while
only 3.8% of women smoke. In Sweden, 17.1% 
of men and 22.3% of women aged 16-84 use
tobacco.13



The Global Tobacco Industry
Philip Morris, Japan Tobacco and
British American Tobacco, the
world’s three largest multinational
cigarette companies, now each
own or lease plants in at least 40
countries.14 In 1998, they had com-
bined tobacco revenues of more
than $88 billion, a sum greater than
the total gross national product
(GNP) of Albania, Armenia, Bahrain,
Bolivia, Botswana, Bulgaria,
Cambodia, Cameroon, Estonia,
Guyana, Honduras, Jamaica,
Jordan, Laos, Latvia, Madagascar,
Moldova, Mongolia, Nepal,
Nicaragua and Togo combined.15

Between 1989 and 1999, Philip
Morris’ international tobacco rev-
enues increased 226% to $27.4 bil-
lion, while profits from those sales
rose 400% to $5.05 billion. During
the same period in the United

Tobacco Agriculture
In only four countries (Kyrgyzstan, Macedonia, Malawi and Zimbabwe) do tobacco exports account for more than
5% of total export earnings.25

States, the company’s tobacco rev-
enues increased 107% to $19.6 bil-
lion, while profits increased by 40%
to $5.05 billion.17

In 1999, British American Tobacco
had international tobacco revenues
of $17.61 billion, with profits of $3.18
billion.18

In 1999, Japan Tobacco had tobac-
co revenues of $37.9 billion, with
profits of $1.7 billion.19

In 1999, Philip Morris Chairman
Geoffrey Bible collected $20.6 mil-
lion in salary, bonuses and stock
options.20

In 1998, the average U.S. tobacco
farm had a net income of $19,597.21

In the United States, with less than
5% of the world’s smokers, tobacco
companies spent over $5.6 billion
on advertising and promotional
expenditures in 1997.22
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5 Largest Cigarette Companies, 199716

Cigarettes Cigarette Production
(billions) (% of world total)

China National Tobacco Corp. 1,700 24.6
Philip Morris 947 13.7
British American Tobacco 899 13
Japan Tobacco 604 8.8
Reemstma 119 1.7
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Youth and Tobacco
Every day, approximately 80–100,000 young people
around the world become addicted to tobacco.26

If current trends continue, 250 million children alive
today will die from tobacco-related disease.27

In the United States, an estimated 86% of U.S.
teenagers who smoke use the three most heavily
advertised brands – Marlboro, Camel and Newport –
even though these brands constitute only 30% of the
U.S. adult market.28

Tobacco Control
In a developing country with a per capita GDP of $2000,
effective smoking prevention costs approximately $20 
to $40 per year of life gained. Lung cancer treatment
(which can prolong the lives of only about 10 percent of
affected people) costs $18,000 per year of life gained.29
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